March 19, 2007

Dear Father Carver, 



You probably do not realize it right now, but you must be one of the most 
blessed parish priests in the entire US.  Why?  Because so many of your 
parishioners feel very deeply about the future of their church and are 
willing to invest time, talent and money to insure its future success.  It 
never ceases to amaze me when I consider what that small and far from 
wealthy town has done over the years in terms of supporting the church and 
school. 



Now they desperately want to rebuild their town and very importantly their 
church and school.  And rather than including your parishioners in the 
planning and seeking their advice and expertise, you have largely ignored 
them in reaching your decision.  Of course in the future you will seek their 
active participation in contributing to the new school and the new church 
and in conducting the Seafood Festival and Mardi Gras fundraisers.  You will 
ask them to be lectors and Eucharistic ministers and a myriad of other tasks 
required to support the parish.  You will need them for these tasks and you 
will lean on them to do their share.  But when they want something from you, 
you ignore them completely.  You refuse to even have a conversation with 
them or respond to correspondence.  Instead you offer anger management 
counseling.  They seek truth from the church, and the church offers anger 
management and evasion and arrogance.  This is so outside what I ever 
expected to see, and so totally unnecessary, that it is laughable (at least 
when I am not crying). 



Yes, you are so fortunate to have the caring congregation that you have. 
But if you continue to offer only evasion and anger management classes, you 
will destroy the parish and its unity.  And you will have squandered what 
you undeservedly inherited from your many predecessors.  And that, Father, 
will be a tragedy, for if the church cannot offer truth, where are we to 
look? 



Respectfully yours, 



Don DeMetz 

don_demetz@hotmail.com
