April 12, 2007

Several letters have recently appeared written by serious people who support our Pastor in building a new church at Our Lady of Lourdes. I respect their right to offer their opinions although I find no grounds to agree. Neither the writers nor our Pastor has clearly stated any logical reason or evidence to abandon St. Paul's Church in the city of Pass Christian. Is there a shortage of priests? Surely the shortage is as severe in Pineville as it is in Pass Christian.

Our pastor cannot serve two churches? Some priests in this diocese serve three churches and many serve two and seem to be able to do so without suffering any ill effects. Some priests drive 20, 30 and more miles to their second church. A five-minute drive seems insignificant in comparison.

I have heard it said by his parishioners many years ago, that the saintly Father Rene Sorin would walk from D'Lisle to Pineville, if need be. Fifty years earlier Father Stanislaus Buteaux, who purchased the land for the first St. Paul Church, established and served churches and missions in Bay St. Louis, Pearl River, Jourdan River, Wolf River and the Pass traveling by mule, skiff or on foot. Such giants no longer walk the earth in our environs.

There is a need for a church near St. Vincent de Paul School? There is a church there now; our Lady of Lourdes, a fine church, with fine parishioners and a wonderful history and tradition. Why destroy such a church and its name?

Our Lady of Lourdes is too small? Enlarge it if need be. The new school will have a gym large enough to accommodate all the students at mass, if that is a requirement. We have all heard more than once about the wonderful kitchen in the school, costing a half million dollars. Such a school should have no trouble in providing space for students to attend mass in a body. Mass in a gym is not a radical concept for those who remember the post Camille days.

What was the other reason for building a new six million plus dollars church? Oh yes, because the parish is divided. Were we divided before Fr. Carver's "vision" and decision were announced? The remedy is simple and costs nothing.

Another reason seems to be developing, according to recent letters; the reason being that those who object to the unnecessary, expensive building have the audacity to speak audibly and in public - unheard of in the Pre Vatican II church, but well-founded now in Canon Law. We have been told more than once that the Church is not a democracy, but government and the church share at least one fault; excessive and reckless spending of the money provided by the taxpayers and /or the parishioners. It would be better to take the less expensive and more rational option, to repair St. Paul's Church and give the remaining millions and millions of dollars to provide relief for those still in FEMA trailers and other wise still suffering from the effects of Katrina.

A large unneeded edifice with a prominent cornerstone lauding the founders seems very puny and insignificant compared to doing good for the needy among us. This is not a new idea from me; it is all over the New Testament. Our leaders should give it a try.

St. Paul's Church should be repaired and stand as evidence of faith in God and a beacon of faith for the people who will rebuild the city of Pass Christian. A church and a city we all love.
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