PRESS RELEASE

With deep regret, over 150 parishioners of St. Paul Catholic Church in Pass Christian, Mississippi have filed a lawsuit in the Chancery Court for Harrison County in Gulfport, Mississippi today to determine their legal right to save their church.  This action was taken after exhausting all efforts to have their pastor and their bishop reconsider the decision to close St. Paul Church.  

The purpose of this lawsuit is to determine the obligations of the parish priest and the bishop concerning the use of sacred church property which parishioners believe has been dedicated for use as a church; to question turning their church into a community center; and to have an accounting for the monies that have been donated specifically to the parish and diocese for the rebuilding of St. Paul Church.

The group is questioning the use of land that has been donated and purchased solely for use as a church since 1857.  The plaintiffs and their attorneys agree that this land, as well as parish resources, must be administered by the parish priest and the bishop, as fiduciaries for the use and benefit of the parishioners of the parish of St. Paul.

The plaintiffs are concerned that their priest and the bishop have in the past, and as we speak, continue to solicit funds for the sole purpose of rebuilding St. Paul Catholic Church in Pass Christian, MS and they are NOT going to rebuild this church.  (You may go to www.holyfamilyparish.cc to see that this improper fundraising is continuing.)  The plaintiffs feel it is highly inappropriate for this fundraising to continue to take place in light of their decision to close St. Paul Church.

The group feels very strongly that the decision to abandon St. Paul Church is not only fiscally irresponsible, but harmful to the community of Pass Christian.   St. Paul Church is located in the center of the geographic area that it serves.

The plaintiffs are concerned about the spendthrift ways and misuse of funds of their priest and bishop.  They feel it is imprudent to spend $6-9 million dollars to build a new church outside of the city limits, when they can renovate their church which only sustained about 30% damage during Hurricane Katrina for less than $2.5 million.  The priest and the bishop do plan to renovate the existing St. Paul Church, but their plan is for it to become a secular community center.  They also intend on tearing down a perfectly good existing church (Our Lady of Lourdes Church) as the proposed new church is at the same site.  

The decision by the priest was made with disregard for the established parish committees (Parish Council, Finance Committee, and Building Committee) who all voted overwhelmingly (14-2) to rebuild St. Paul Church at its historical beachfront location in Pass Christian, Mississippi. 

A copy of the lawsuit can be obtained from Eric D. Wooten, Vaughn, Bowden & Wooten, PA, Gulfport, Mississippi.  Please contact Mr. Wooten (228-863-5656) for any additional questions.

