March 7, 2007

Dear Father Dennis,

 

I regret being unable to attend the hearing this evening on the future of St. Paul. However, I feel so strongly about the issue that I need to reiterate my sentiments about rebuilding St. Paul in its current location on Scenic Drive. I firmly believe that it is in the best interest of Holy Family Parish, St. Paul, and the City of Pass Christian that St. Paul return to Scenic Drive. To decide otherwise would be unfair, create undue burden on St. Paul and Holy Family parishioners, negate years of history, and leave Pass Christian without a spiritual center.

 

While I understand the necessity of combining St. Paul and St. Thomas schools, I see no related reason why that should cause St. Paul to relocate in its entirety to the campus of Our Lady of Lourdes. At the outset, such a relocation in conjunction with rebuilding of St. Thomas is inherently unfair to St. Paul and Holy Family Parish. Holy Family Parish should not bear the full expense of constructing a church adjoining St. Vincent de Paul School, whose students will come equally from Holy Family and St. Thomas Parishes. Simply vacating St. Paul and locating the entirety of Holy Family Parish to adjoin St. Vincent de Paul School drastically reduces any newfound identity Holy Family has found in the months since Hurricane Katrina. Furthermore, the students from St. Thomas Parish would find themselves in a tear between two churches, which is contradictory to rebuilding St. Thomas in its present location.

 

I also feel that St. Paul is one of the defining institutions of Pass Christian. If St. Paul were not intended to stay in Pass Christian, it would not have been rebuilt at all after Hurricane Camille, much less designed to withstand future hurricanes. To leave now negates the efforts made after Camille to ensure that St. Paul would remain in Pass Christian. More importantly, though, vacating the current Scenic Drive location takes St. Paul and Holy Family out the heart of Pass Christian. It takes the Seafood Festival away from the harbor and it takes the home away from the St. Paul Carnival Association parade. In many senses, St. Paul and Pass Christian are so intertwined that removing one will necessarily detract from both.

 

Last summer, on a brief fishing expedition into the Mississippi Sound my eyes were continually drawn back to St. Paul, mainly because it is one of the few identifiable structures remaining. It would be hard to imagine looking at Pass Christian from the water without St. Paul at its center. In a way, it is hard to justify why residents should return to and rebuild their homes if something so central as St. Paul cannot stand strong. Pass Christian needs a spiritual beacon; St. Paul has been and CAN continue to be that spiritual guide, but leaving downtown effectively extinguishes that possibility.

 

In a perfect world, I do not think any case could be made for vacating the current St. Paul location, but I recognize that certain realities make the decision to stay more difficult. Two main concerns--insurance and an impending shortage of priests--should not be allowed to dampen our faith. A little creativity and vision, with a steady dose of faith, can go a very long way. I firmly believe that the people of Pass Christian, St. Paul, and Holy Family Parish have that creativity, vision, and faith, which should be evident in their persistence and adherence to Pass Christian and rebuilding.

 

Please do not allow a day of wind and water to wash away Pass Christian's sense of place and the spiritual beacon St. Paul has become through over 150 years of standing strong.

 

With hopes of a bright future for St. Paul on Scenic Drive,

Sincerely,

Padrick Dennis     (dennisp@wlu.edu)

