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* Saint Paul Parish (SPP) has existed as a Parish, on the beach in Pass Christian, for 160 years.
Every time the Church was affected by a storm, the people of the Parish rebuilt and the Parish prospered.

* Prior to the storm, SPP was a vibrant Parish with close to 700 families. Financially, the Parish was in very good shape with an excess of $1 million in savings and virtually no debt. Collections on a weekly basis exceeded expenditures and revenue was increasing annually.

* The Parish has funds on hand of approximately $4.5 million, which include insurance proceeds for damage to the Church building and school.

* SPP was in better economic condition prior to hurricane Katrina than it was prior to Camille.

* The SPP Church structure did survive Katrina. Blitch & Associates, architects hired by the Diocese in 1969, specifically designed the structure to withstand the ravages of a hurricane. In order to rebuild the existing church, the slab and structure can easily be utilized. The estimated cost to rebuild the Church is $2.5 million.

* Immediately after the storm, at Bishop Rodi’s “Listening Session” with SPP parishioners, there was overwhelming support for the rebuilding of St. Paul Church at its existing location in Pass Christian.

* On Nov. 25th, 2005 the Bishop announced in the Gulf Pine Catholic newspaper that SPP could rebuild its church in Pass Christian…“Bishop Rodi also granted permission to St. Paul Church to be rebuilt at its current location on the beach.” In connection with this article the Bishop entered a Decree in which he stated, “Holy Family Parish (the new combined Parishes of SPP and OLL) will have two parish church edifices of equal dignity, St. Paul church and Our Lady of Lourdes church.”
* Insurance premiums for a building on the beach will not cost the parish any more than insurance premiums for a building of the same value on the OLL property. Prior to the storm the Parish paid its prorata share of the entire Diocesan insurance expense. This insurance is based on the value of each parish building and each parish in the diocese then pays a share of the premium based on its proportionate value  compared to the Diocese as a whole. The amount of insurance that a parish pays is not directly tied to that particular parish’s risk. The risk is spread among all of the parishes.

* Fr. Dennis’ plan to tear down OLL and build a new church in its place (at an estimated cost of 5-7 million dollars) AND convert the SPP Church into a “Community Center” is fiscally irresponsible and will increase the cost of insurance. Increased insurance costs was one of Fr. Dennis’ arguments for not rebuilding on the beach.

* Fr. Dennis secretly purchased property to the north of OLL to anticipate OLL Church expansion. No committee of parishioners was involved in this decision nor has the cost been divulged to the Parish.

* At every meeting, the Building Committee unequivocally committed to the rebuilding of SPP Church. The idea that we would not rebuild was never considered.

* The Parish Council, at its Aug.17, 2006 meeting, upon Fr. Dennis’ recommendation, voted to borrow $1.5 million from the SBA for the express and limited purpose of applying these funds to rebuilding St. Paul church.

* Fr. Dennis was a strong and vocal advocate of the entire $9 million project of rebuilding an enlarged St. Paul Church, a new parish hall and rectory at the Pass Christian location. A joint meeting of the Parish Council and the Building Committee was held and voted 14 to 2 AGAINST the $9 million project and FOR rebuilding the church, more or less, as it existed prior to the hurricane (a $2.5 million project). There was no discussion at this meeting of not rebuilding on the beach. 

* Some time, prior to Nov ‘06, Fr. Dennis made the decision NOT to rebuild St. Paul church on the beach.
* On Nov.10, 2006 Fr. Dennis wrote the Diocesan Finance Committee and categorically informed it that a “decision” had been made not to rebuild St. Paul Church in Pass Christian because it (the $9 million project) was not “economically feasible”. (But, the $2.5 million project was feasible.) The purpose of his letter was to ask that Committee to redirect the $1.5 million SBA loan, previously approved by the Parish for St. Paul rebuilding, to the expansion of the OLL Church.  Neither the Parish Council nor the Building Committee endorsed this concept in any fashion.  Neither the letter nor its contents was made available to either the Parish Council or Building Committee until a member of the Finance Committee made it public.

* St. Thomas parishioners were given a voice in the decision making process, by their Pastor, and VOTED to rebuild their church on the beach in Long Beach. There are no significant differences in risk of loss between that location and St. Paul’s location.
* Church structures at Our Lady of the Gulf on the beach in Bay St. Louis and St. Clare, on the beach in Waveland, have either been rebuilt or are planned for reconstruction. There are no significant differences in risk of loss between those locations and St. Paul’s location.
* Since Katrina, substantial grants and donations had been solicited and received for the specific purpose of rebuilding St. Paul Church. We wonder whether those funds will be returned.

* With disregard for his parishioners, Fr. Dennis allowed NO committees, NO parishioners to participate in the decision making process regarding the future of St. Paul Church. The parishioners and their children will have to live with the consequences of his decision long after he has been reassigned.

* The St. Paul Church Building Committee has been the eyes and ears of the parish regarding the post Katrina fate of the Scenic Dr. property. Seven of ten members attended the Holy Family Parish Vision presentation by Fr. Dennis on Saturday afternoon (Mar 3). After the presentation, there was little time for discussion (by design), because Fr. Dennis had to present to the Parish Council. Before adjourning, the following motion was made and voted on:

Motion: Do you support the vision of Holy Family Parish as proposed by Fr. Dennis?
Bill Andry  --  No

Ken Austin  --  No

Sally James  --  No

Lenny Keel  --  No

Tut Kinney  --  No

Joseph Runnels  -- Abstain
Kenny Wittmann  --  No

Absent: Ralph Christman, Harry Hull, and Danny Taylor
On Sunday, March 4, the vote tally was e-mailed to the Parish office with a request that it be published in the March 10-11 Bulletin. It was NOT published.

* No case can be made for not rebuilding St Paul Church. The Parishioners who paid for and supported this Church have overwhelmingly called for it to be rebuilt.  Fr. Dennis has been unable to articulate any cogent reason for not rebuilding, short of the perceived risk of a future hurricane.

* A website (www.savestpauls.com) has been developed to promote open communication. You will be able to access this FactSheet, obtain a petition, sign and add comments to the Guest Book, and read the comments of others. Be sure and watch Jeff Lawson’s video clip. WLOX aired the report after our 2nd meeting with the Pastor since his decision not to rebuild St. Paul Church.

* Only if we are united can we hope to prevail.
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