The Rev Fr Dennis Carver


April 11, 2007

P.O. Box 548






Pass Christian, Ms 39571

My Dear Fr. Carver:

Helen and I wanted to ask you for an appointment to have a chat. However, we both can see the pain in your eyes each time you give a homily and make a reference to the church dilemma or bring it up in prayer. Rather than put you through any further agony, we decided to drop you a note.

We were in Houston, New Orleans, Galveston and Covington for sixteen months, having lost the house we were renting in Pass Christian during Katrina. The house we were having built, six weeks or so from being ready for occupancy, survived the ten feet of water in which it was inundated. We moved back just before Christmas 2006.

Our last stay for thirteen months was in Covington. We drove over to the Pass two or three times each week to check on the renovation progress. Sometime in spring 2006, we learned a Mass was to be celebrated in our church, St. Paul’s, located on the beach. We attended and saw the inside for the first time. How excited we were on the drive back to Covington to have been left with the impression the church would be restored. We also attended the Mass in the West Harrison County Community Center some weeks later. We have been told that architects, engineers and contractors thoroughly inspected the damage to the St. Paul church. We do not know what they reported, but assume there was a report.

Neither of us is sure when the name HOLY FAMIILY PARISH was invented. Helen always wanted to stop by the trailer on Second Street when we were in town to visit you or Barbara. We didn’t have enough sense, or suspicion to question someone about the new title. We have never heard why the trailer did not have the name ST. PAUL 
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PARISH on it. But, we just assumed the Bishop would not permit the rebuilding of our church in Pass Christian. Looking back, it seems like a sneaky way to delicately acclimate the parishioners into the news that was to follow on March 4, 2007- NO ST. PAUL CHURCH IN PASS CHRISTIAN, MS.

Helen and I have talked to several concerned people about the situation. Most do not think you are responsible for abandoning us or for having made the decision to rename our parish. We believe the two churches could have been served by you. Of course, it is better to have one parish and one church. But with the shortage of priests, one has to make do with what is available.

.

We are of the opinion that the parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes are at least as upset and disappointed as are most of our group. We feel it at week day morning Mass. Surely, you must feel the same pressure. It’s not so much a feeling of not being welcome as it is a question of WHY, now that we know St. Paul church had the Bishop’s blessing to be restored. To any first grader it would seem senseless not to restore St. Paul Church.

We read the article in the Sun Herald a few days ago alluding to the edifice’s value to the history of Pass Christian as a CHURCH. Hopefully, the city or the county or the state or the Historical Society will prevent its demise or conversion into any other use.

Many seem to feel jealous of St. Thomas Parish for being able to retain its identity and to comply with the wishes of its parishioners to rebuild their church on the beach. Those buildings sustained far more damage than did our buildings. Why was Our Lady of the Gulf on the beach rebuilt?  

Stories of what the parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes went through to raise the funds required to build their church from scratch would bring tears to anyone’s eyes were they to be told their church would be demolished and replaced by a new and bigger HOLY FAMILY PARISH church on the same property. After the March 4, 2007 Mass, as I was exiting the church, I asked you what would happen to the Our Lady of Lourdes church and you replied the decision had not yet been made.

We respectfully express our hope that the origin of the title HOLY FAMILY PARISH will be divulged to the parishioners of both St. Paul and Our Lady of Lourdes parishes. We also hope St. Paul Church will be restored as a church and will be either used as St. Paul Parish Church or not used for any other purpose until someone rededicates it as the church of St. Paul Parish. If it can be restored to serve as a Community Center, it most certainly can become a church once again.







Fondly,







Helen and Henry St. Paul







henry@thestpauls.com

