EDITORIAL

The heart and soul of Pass Christian is on the line


The movement of congregations away from the shoreline began long before Hurricane Katrina. Katrina's destructive winds and storm surge simply hastened the inland exodus, particularly from some downtown locations. 

Until now, these relocations seemed agreeable, if lamentable, to most members of the congregations. 

That is anything but the case with the fate of St. Paul Catholic Church in Pass Christian. 

Rather than rebuild St. Paul on Scenic Drive along the shoreline, church officials want to combine the St. Paul and Our Lady of Lourdes congregations at a new church on Menge Avenue.


Many of St. Paul’s parishioners are publicly protesting this merger.

Since this is not the editorial voice of an ecclesiastical publication, we have been silent on, if not entirely content with, the affairs of other congregations. But the situation at St. Paul is too troubling to ignore.

Knowing, as we do, so many of the people involved, it is impossible for us not to be moved by their distress. Father Dennis Carver says he decided the fate of St. Paul “after much prayer and consultation.” We would appeal to him and his bishop, the Most Rev. Thomas J. Rodi, for much more prayer and consultation, especially with members of the congregation.

From a secular perspective, the fate of St. Paul is interwoven with the fate of downtown Pass Christian, making the restoration or relocation of the church a matter of significant and legitimate public concern.

And so we join the vigil, and await the fate of what is, for so many, the heart and soul of Pass Christian.
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